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Wilder, Thornton : Harper 
THE IDES OF MARCH _ $2.75. 


» 

The author of The Bridge of San Luis Rey commands a definite and fairly pre- 
dictable market among the intellectuals. The choice of this new novel as Book-of-the- — 
Month reserve, may again widen that market to include more general readers. Wilder ha 
@ gift for evoking the classic past- and in this he makes one almost believe that he 
has unearthed documentary records - letters, extracts from diaries, communications - 
to bring into current immediacy those months before the assassination of Julius Caesar. 
One follows the social pattern of life in Rome,- the entertainments, the intricate web ~ 
of jealovsies, the personalities that held sway. Through Caesar himself, who proves 
more the thinker than the doer, through his wife, with her doubtful loyalties, through 
Clodia and her brother, the poet Catullus,Brutus and his mother, Marc Anthony, Cleo- 
patra, an aunt of Caesar's (perhaps the liveliest figure of them all), through retain- 
ers and spies and hangers on, the reader sees the various facets of life, suspicion, 
conspiracy, worship, love, hate, attitudes, points of view, philosophy, comments on 
art and literature, on social changes-' the whole blending into a rich tapestry. An 
interesting and original bit of creative writing- atour de force, perhaps, but pro- ~ 
vocative. 


A Lot of Books- But Not Too Vital 


A Guild selection ina leisurely Anglo-Australian novel, LUCINDA BRAYFORD (Duttonj;-~ 
Light weight Kay Boyle- 1939 (Simon & Schuster); an eerie tale of witches and wartoc 
GREAT MISCHIEF by Josephine Pinckney (Viking), Book-of-the-Month reserve,-— these: are 
your best bets. Reports in section following. : 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


January 3 


Dern, Peggy (Arcadia House) Sam'l. Curl 
FEATHERBRAIN $2.00 


Sure touch for sure fire rentals to women, this account of Fran Leslie's af. 
tempts to prove that she is not a helpless widow but an indepéndent individual. At ? 
mother of five children, she defies her dead husband's family and his position, when a 
uses his insurance to buy a house (on the wrong side of the tracks) and gets a job. A 
better job with an up and coming lawyer doesn't help her relations with her in-laws a 
provides deeper trouble with her snobbish 18-year old daughter. But eventually Fran 
her employer find not only happiness for themselves but for her brood. O1ese-Oeet 5 


Rivers, Dorothy 
ANDREA : 42°00 


Marriage on the rebound and how it all came out right after e telse s ar 
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a good taste in the mouth (and heart). Dependable pattern, as Andrea, thinking herself 
in love with a glamor man, returns reluctantly to village life and the care of her fa- 
ther, meets the wounded veteran heir to a neighboring estate, and discovers that her 
first love was tinsel after all. Agreeable if predictable romance. Rentals. 


January 6 


Little, Brown 


Thomas, Gwyn 
VENUS AND THE VOTERS | $2.50 

A grimly ironical, occasionally tender, often amusing, always satirical story} 
of miners on the dole - the setting Wales (presumably), the time between the wars. Four§ 
youngish men have managed to keep their perspective and their humor despite their situa--§ 
tion - almost they might be Welsh counterparts of Steinbeck's memorable characters in 
Tortilla Flat. Natural philosophers, these, who enjoy serving as arbiters of the fate 
of their fellow sufferers in the Valley, and particularly of the Morrises. Mr. Morris fF 
epitomizes the portrait of degradation on the dole; Eurona, the one bright light of is 
household, might have played Galatea to their Pygmalion, but, lured by false gods, she 
fails them - and they get a sort of bitter justice as they play their game to the end. 
Thomas has a flare- but his subject is unlikely to reach a popular market. 


es 


January 15 


Reymond, Dalton S. : Ziff-Davis 
EARTHBOUND $3.00 


A story of a man's love for his land, and the never-ending fight against the 
ravages of the Mississippi, as Eric Baxter holds to his plantation through a feud with 
his brother, & bad marriage, and the threat of destructive revenge. Through their 
father's will, Eric and Thomas are estranged, and the latter attempts to sabotage Eric’s# 
work for flood control, and his efforts to protect his property. Eric plays into 
Thomas’ hands when he marries Linda Bascom, from the shanty boats, selfishly determined fj 
to use her marriage to forward her own ends. For @ time Eric keeps her well in hand. 

It is the coming of a devastating flood that shows Linda what a hypocrite Thomas is and 
sends her to her death to warn Eric. Louisiana and the old French families of the late. 
1880's provide a more interesting background than the story itself contributes. 


January .27~ 2 } 


Forrest, Felix C. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
CAROLA $3.00 


A sophisticated, impressionistic recalling, in the avant-garde manner, of 4 | 
globe-circling career of moral vagaries and political posturings that readslike pages 
from a psychiatrist's notebook. Here is a childhood colored by a girlish crush, later 
intensified by the phobias of homosexuality, and then a long, far-flung life of dis- f 
illusionment and frustration. There are a few months as the mistress and helper of a ¢ 
Communist; twenty years as the submissive Chinese wife of a revolutionary Communist who i 
betrays the cause; a short reprieve with a Nazi; and escape as the wife of a Japanese /| 
spy whom she finally turns in to the Americans in exchange for her citizenship and re- 
entry into the United States. The intimate life of a “Liberal”, in love and in poli-. 
tics, told in cold and impersonal detail, against a sketchy history of Communism of 
the past few decades. Pedestrian, colorless fictional memoirs which might have turned 


into melodramas. 
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Januery—22- A-¥ 


Marcus, Alan Little, Brown-Atlantic Monthly Press 
STRAW TO MAKE BRICK $3.00 


* This has echoes of Haines’ Command Decision and of Hersey's Bell for Adano 

and yet it is very distinctly a book in its own right. The analogies are certain to 

be made, and will, probably, provide the best springboard for distribution... There 

is challenge here, even in the deliberate dramatizing of the confusion that attends the 
operation of AMG in Germany, specifically in its early days of groping towards proced- 
ure in denazification, establishing skeleton of government, finding Anti-Nazis with 
whom to cooperate, attempting to sustain the regulations relating to black market, frat- 
ernization, and so on. There's a thread of romance, with an unhappy, bitter ending; 

but chiefly it is the story of an American Jaw, hating Germans, en masse, and twisting 
everything to the pattern of his hate; of his C.0., who- with much of Joppolo's humanity, 
manages to temper the Corporal's violence; of a Captain, jealous of his authority, who 
brings the flimsy structure down about their heads; and of the German girl who almost 
succeeds in persuading Gordon that even in Germany there were shades and distinctions. 
Their individual stories are set against the tangled web of politics and falsities and 
ingrained twists of German temperament; the American GI emerges with none too savory 

& reputation. There's bald language - sharp realism - crudities. The tender skinned 
may dislike it. But the story makes its mark. And deserves to be read. 


February 7 


Harvin, Emily Ziff-Davis 
\ THE STUBBORN WOOD $3.00 


With much of the graphic fascination of The Snake Pit, and based on the 
factual evidence of a state investigator, this does for the private, “financially inter- 
ested” asylum what that book did for the state institution. This is the story of Monica, 
whose nervous breakdown is the cumulative result of Deem's drinking, his women- and a 
miscarriage, and is used, by Deem, as a convenient way of disposing of her. In @ success- 
ion of private sanitariums, finally narrowed down to two, Monica experiences all kinds 
of physical and mental brutalization, is disbelieved by Deem, is drugged before permitted 
visitors, is denied treatments for her physical injuries which are several. Finally, 
when Deem no longer wishes to continue the expense of her upkeep, Monica is transferred 
to a state asylum, and for the first time gets civil, if cursory- attention, and even- 
tually the sympathy of Dr. Gensel. Gensel realizes she is sane and signs her release, 
although Deem attempts to block it, and Monica returns home to her children- and to the 
medical and legal prosecution of Deem....Again an indictment of medical (and marital) 
malpractices, this time motivated by profit, rather than indifference, this provides 
shock entertainment. Interest in the subject is still intense; it should stimulate the 


market. 


February id 


Jackson, Shirley Farrar, Straus 
THE ROAD THROUGH THE WALL -$2.75° 


The not so nice things that happen in a nice neighborhood reflected in the 
every day events of a California suburban community done through some ten families ~- 
largely their children. Here are the minor pretensions and prejudices which underlie 
the congenial courtesies of middle class life; the threat to that life as the wall- sep- 
arating their street from a less desirable section- is torn down; as the Terrals, not 
"high bred", move in. And of the trouble in the Roberts family- Mr. Roberts a skirt chas- 
er and a drinker; the discrimination against the Perlmans, the only Jews; the tragedy of 
the murder of little Caroline and her young killer...Plaindress presentation of plain 
people, critical by implication, innuendo. Perhaps too quiet for a popular audience. 
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February 1l 


Iams, Jack Morrow 
PREMATURELY GAY $3.00 


ats” 
Light entertainment in the career of Whitman Blake whose job in making the 

public more conscious of Hollister’s Hair Preparations leads to romance, to a contest 
for Mr. Distinguished America, to the wrecking of the engagement of Hollister's daughter 
and the winner of the contest, and tc the end of the Hollister business. Among others 
involved is a sexy starlet; Mr. Wambo, the Whatsit; an alcoholic chemist and equally 
elbow-bending artist; Blake's non-existent partner, Bunbury, and the Hair City which is 
the home of the Hollister enterprises. An extravaganza of publicity methods, a spoof on 
cranks and fanatics, this has urbane humor and bright pranks. For the Iams' fans. 


“Te Reynal & Hitchcock _ 
SEND FOR MISS CORA %/ Q)3 $3.00 


Slow-paced, romantic story of a young man, set against the tobacco lands of 
the South, and the two forces that shaped his life,- an unexplained attraction for old 
Miss Cora and a passionate desire to avenge his father's death by the Night Riders. Teen 
aged Lennie was left an orphaned sharecropper on the farm of Bayless Calhoun, and grew 
up amidst battles for control of tobacco outlets and struggles to produce crops that 
made profits. Complicating Lennie's adolescent development were the advances of a Cal- 
houn daughter and Lennie's devotion to Aunt Cora, who held a mysterious position in the 
household. But in the end, Lennie, in love with Calhoun's daughter, learns that Calhoun 
killed his father and had Miss Cora as his mistress. And Lennie goes away to get a new 
start elsewhere. Competent story telling- but little to place it above the ordinary. 


Robertson, Charley 


February 16 


Cooper, Mae Dutton 
LILY HENRY $2.50 


Reminiscent of Sullivan'sWorld of Idella May, 4n that it's a ruthless ex- 
posure of the inner workings of a woman with feet of. clay. Lily is 28, beautiful and 
brilliant, successful in her career, happily married for eight years. Becoming bored 
with her comfortable rut, she decides to explore the unknown. In the course of one day 
she encourages the advances of four men, one of whom unfortunately gets murdered, and 
suspicion is directed at Lily. How she finagles her way through the intricacies of the 
situations she has precipitated, stages a hot and heavy romance with the investigator, 
and ultimately wins back to her stili-adoring husband may intrigue the rental addicts. 


Nin, Anais Dutton 
UNDER A GLASS BELL and Other Stories $3.00 


Once again Miss Nin creates dream images, illusions of unreality and in- 
sanity with poetic if incomprehensible phrases, forming a montage of exotic impressions - 
all nebulous. This collects brief, atmospheric sketches, all without plot, plus a 
longer two-part work, "inter of Artifice, pypinging in her inevitable Djuna and Lillian, 
with Djuna in the role of a child rejected by the father whom she adores. The second 
section is composed of stream of consciousness “confessions” to an analyst by a group of 
interrelated men and women, which offers at least a tenuous thread of plot. Same mar- 
ket as before. 
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Colver, Alice Ross Macrae -Smith 
@ UNCERTAIN HEART $2.25 


The capricious conduct of Linda, who marries Steve but still doesn't want to 
settle down, who uses his best friend- Bill- to play around with while Steve works, 
who resents the house Steve buys for her and doesn't want to keep it for him. About 
to take a job, Linda learns that she is pregnant, but finding others to care for her young- 
C ster, she leaves home- and Steve- and only after losing Bill and almost losing Steve, | 
| comes to appreciate the responsibilities of marriage and motherhood. A competent combin- 
ation of rental recreation and moral rearmament. 


a 


a | February 17 


Snow, C. P. Macmillan 
THE LIGHT AND THE DARK $3.00 


A rather long drawn out search of a brilliant scholar ta escape his doom of 
despair and find a meaning in his life. The setting is a Cambridge college in the ‘30's, 
and the central theme is flanked by political undertones of scholarly life, severed love 
en affairs, the intimacies of close friendship and understanding in a small, tightly-knit 
group. Roy is intellectual - forthright and honest to a point that is dangerous to his 
| career. He seeks an answer in religion - he turns to promiscuity - to drinking- then to 
intense concentration on his work. He develops an interest in the Nazi movement in Ger- 
many, worrying his friends, but returns to England before the war; He holds a desk job 
n in the service, marries, becomes a father, and finds temporary relaxation. Then this, too, 
palls, and he joins the RAF and is killed in action. Good writing and interesting charas- 
terizations fail to keep the book from tedious periods. 


a 


4 


| February 19 


Murphy, Doris Doubleday 
COLD HEAVEN $2.75 pe 


An interpretation of art vs marriage, as Mary, free to paint when Max is 
off to war, finds herself in a dilemma on his return. Mary's coming show, her dependence 
on her teacher, Julian, whose promise of genius has never been realized, her conflicts 
with her mother, her small son, her husband- these build up tensions which cause illness 
and growing desperation. When Max realizes he cannot hold her, when his family keep Steph- 
, en, the pull between Mary, her mother and Julian strengthens, and it is only when Stephen, 
Mary and her mother find an isolated holiday spot, that Mary finds her answer to her prob- 
lem. Sensitive in its probing, but sometimes hysterical in manner, this is 100% feminine. 





Widdemer, Margaret Doubleday 
LANI $2.75 Lv 
| Hawaii, and considerable romantic recklessness in the story of Ellen Dwight, 
se: | daughter of a missionary of cold and narrow virtue, and her love for Mark Brent, British 
charge d'affaires, married unhapoily. The death of his wife in seemingly suspicious cir- 
1, @ cumstances impels Ellen to leave for the New Hebrides with her father, and the result of 
| her nuit d'amour with Mark drives her into marriage with felon and slaver, Jack Chester. 
of Reugh to cruel treatment at his hands, the contempt of mark, the birth of the baby during 
a@ native riot, put Ellen through her paces until Chester is killed and Mark, penitent, takes 
“ Over.ceelots of love here, possibly overblown, by stricter standards-but still rentable. 





f 
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February 19 


Hubler, Richard Rinehart 
QUIET KINGDOM $3.00 


A novel, with a story well integrated into the background of Caribbean island 
life, with a philosophical searching into the motivations of human lives, that for all 
its length, and frequent over-writing, has characters and ideas of some individuality... 
Michael Goff, having lost a hand in an accident, quits his newspaper job and heads for 
a “helping of quiet” in his boat. A storm casts him up on an island ruled by Dame Scott, 
whose domain is further. invaded by a visionary, Lengyel, his wife and children. Michael 
becomes the romantic interest of Dame Scott's daughters and Lengyel’s girl- while he 
learns that meddling in island ways leads to danger, death and trouble, It is a late 
hurricane that sends Michael to his fate, leaving Dame Scott and Lengyel’s son to re- 
build the wrecked island. Romantic adventure in tropical setting. 


Hughes, Babette Rinehart 
MAGIC PENNY $2.50 


Without the disarming attractions of last season's Last Night When We Were. 
Young, but with considerable physical sophistication and verbal smartness, this tells of 
Dick Chapman's self-bound struggle against himself. Living with fear of failure, Dick 
writes a first, great play - is afraid to write another and fall short. Drifting from 
New York to Hollywood and back again, he has an affair with Jane who attracts him but 
doesn't answer all his needs, breaks with her, enjoys the appealing childlike idolatry 
of Betsy- 21 to his 43- but has the decency to return her to a boy her own age, and fin- 
ally, marrying Jane, keeps her in the status of mistress rather than wife. Only when 
Jane leaves him and he experiences the failure he fears, is he free to write again and 
return to Jane....Lightly serious entertainment, which has its amusing dialogue and more 
provocative moments. Rental libraries- yes- but public libraries, caution! 


February 20 


Boyd, Martin Dutton 
LUCINDA BRAYFORD $3.00 


A leisurely book, somewhat old-fashioned in its rhythm, tracing three genera- 
tions of an Anglo-Australian family. As an achievement in story-telling, I found the 
Australian section more entertaining, as Fred Vane achieves his goal of poverty to 
riches, while his wife lives down the ignominy of her early married life by purchasing 
@ place in the society she covets. But the main story follows their daughter Lucinda, 
in her marriage to Hugo Brayford, outwardly a conventional, easy-going “younger son”, 
assuming his wife will decorate his chosen path, while he strays down forbidden lanes. 
One gets a sense of the mores of English county life, early century; its traditions, 
its rebellions. Then World War I cripples and disfigures Hugo, and there's irony in 
Lucinda becoming the one who adopts marital infidelity as a way of life- and that with 
Hugo's closest friend. The breakup of that affair is the most vital part of the book; 
from then on it peters out in a telescoping of the story of young Stephen, through 4 
poignant bit at Cambridge, on to World War II, pacifism- and death. Uneven in interest- 
Literary Guild for March. 3 


February 23 


Tennyson, Hallam Viking 
THE WALL OF DUST $2.50 


First appearance in this country of an English writer, in six stories, which 
show unity of character and a mature, intelligent style and theme. The confusions of 
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an Italian returning to his birthplace, after being raised in New England; the new social 
patterns imposed on a Tuscan village as Negro soldiers integrate themselves with the con- 
munity; the nerve-splitting results on an officer as he works with “Wogs" in the desert; 
) the customs and humor of Cairo employees as experienced by an English couple; a desper- 

) ate man finding comfort in a sick boy; a Jew who travels to Palestine to seek out the 
truth of the conflicts there; these comprise the volums, and are marked by their under- 
standing, their lack of overt drama, their preoccupation with aliens in foreign lands. 
There is a quietness, a sensitivity to the writing, and the whole leaves an impression 

of superior artistry. 









































February 24 


Chase, Virginia Macmillan 
DISCOVERY $3.50 


A recognizable community and a recognizable, recurrent woman's problem in in- 
telligent,subdued treatment, this tells of Laurie Dunham's painful readjustment from 
restlessness and idleness to usefulness. With her two children off to college, Laurie 
finds herself at forty unused to time on her hands, indifferent to women’s ocoupations, 
clubs and courses, and hostile to Don, her husband. She takes a temporary, volunteer 
: job at a clinic; Don’s attitude makes even this prohibitive, until, as she faces break- 
down, Don realizes his error and the selfishness of his stand, sends her off to study 
social work, and create for herself a life which will have a validity independent of 
/ his, Substantial women's reading following new approaches to familiar lines. 


7 FebFuary 27 ~ 
| S/ 27 


Yarat, Hans 


POE REIT st TTI 





Henry Holt 
ONE PAGE MISSING $2.75 


An unpleasant little item- a neurotic bit which manages to combine various 
sorts of morbid pathological aspects in the raising of a solitary pathetic small boy. 
Left to the whims of an austeraly strict Catholic grandmother in Vienna, by parents who 
are separated, he is coddled by his governess, sees his mother in secret, and when- in 
confession- he pours out the terrors of this deceit, he is virtually exiled to a German 
military school, during the first World War. For a time the professor with whom he liv- — 
ed made it bearable- then that security was dispelled when his guardian was accused of 
homosexuality, and he was thrust into school dormitory life, with its perversions and 
obsessions and fears, its cruelties, its rigors. Matthias becomes ill- is sent home be- 
lieving himself an incurable heart case, approaches a normal relation to life in a happy 
boy-and-girl affair, only to be sworn to accept the vocation of priesthood at his grand- / 
mother's deathbed. Then more distortions- even going so far as arson in his bitterness- / 
and saved at the end by the same Dr. Vincent who had sheltered him at school. Unpalatable./ | 


Blake, Forrester d-27 Morrow 
JOHNNY CHRISTMAS $3.00 


The story of a frontiersman, of the new West he came to know through guerrilla 
bands in Texas, through trapping in the Central Rockies, through trading along the Span- 
ish trail to California. It is also the story of a boy's growing up, and of his becom- 
ing informed of the hatred the Spanish and Mexicans held. for the Americans. In the 
years between 1836 and 1845, Johnny learns the fate of raiders attacked by Mexicans and 
Comanches, learns the implacability of the old ways when confrented by indomitable, ag- 
gressive Americans. Johnny throws in with Tom Gitt- is taught the life of trapping and 

& hunting in Ute territory. Still restless, he leaves his squaw end Tom, turning West, 

> and eventually back again in Taos as the United States claims its new territory. A col- 
orful picture of the unsettled West, of the types of men who opened it; and a “Western” 
of believable proportions. Good reading in a super-western market. 
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Bunker, Robert Morrow (Swallow Press) 
AMANDA SAID THE GRASS WAS GREEN $3700 
2. 
Highly unintelligible but with admirable purpose, this introspective stream- 
of-consciousness novel presents Peter Kye faced with readjustment not only to civilian 
life, but to full manhood and citizenship. Labor troubles at the family plant in Boston 
are thoroughly discussed from all theoretical angles, and at too great length for story 
interest. After indecision as to whether he still loves Amanda-- and if he does should 
he marry her-- and taking a stand in plant policy, he finally is catapulted into fali- 
ing in with labor and giving them full voice in management, and of course marrying the 


gal. Extremely limited in appeal. 
February . oe oa y be 


Mackay, Margaret John Day 
SHARON $3.00 
A colorful story of the Hawaiian Islands in the 1880's- when “blackbirding”™ 

and smuggling of opium brought fortunes to many - and disgrace to those who could not 
Cloak their dealings in approved manner. Sharon did not know why she was slighted and 
ignored by the tight little social circle on her return from years at school abroad. 
Even Mait, whom she'd loved through those years, was afraid to break down the barrier be- 
tween them. It was an English remittance man, caustic in his criticism of her father's 

latant bad taste, "in" with the court circles, scowled upon by missionaries and their 
like, who helped Sharon face a hostile world, taught her to stand on her own merits, con- 
vinced her that there was a grownup way to love. Good story telling; though there are 
inconsistencies in period decor, the general feel of life in the islands before American 


annexation is vividly conveyed. Upper grade popular romance. Miss Mackay has her audience 


Baker, Arthur Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE SHORT TERM 2-7/4 $2.75 


Crude justice at work- during the progress of the trial of Art Green, house 
painter, for the murder of his wife. The main characters are Mike, the jailer, “World 
Blaise", gifted but mad, Judge Goodell, a saint in the right place, Sheriff Clay Cole and 
his no-good son, Tom, Fred Haley, clerk and a bitter little man, Millie, crippled and 
poor, whom he could dominate, and Olson, prosecutor, who cared more ebout getting a con- 
viction than justice, and who used his wife's invalidism to excuse his own depravities. 
More than one form of justice is meted out, as various bits of town happenings unfold, 
take their places, and influence the pattern of the law. Retribution is given its chance, 
and punishment distributed. Cross-sectioning of a Dekota small town. Not important. 


Woods , William 0 Little, Brown 
THE STREET OF SEVEN MONKS > ~! $2.50 
* Six years ago Lippincott published he Edge of Darkness, which had the bad 
luck to conflict with Steinbeck's Zhe Yoon is Down, similar enough in story and setting 


to hurt the sale of a book by an unknown author. But I've not forgotten it, and the 
promise it gave, so am particularly interested in this novel, which bears out that prom- 
ise.....He can write, can William Woods. Though it's a grim story he tells- wpopular in 


substance and setting - it is well worth reading. Germany is breaking up. Three prisoners 


escape & camp near Dresden, and start the weary way back through a collapsing, defeated 
country to France and home. The stcry shifts from Gravier, dreaming through five years 
of that return, scarcely daring to face the possibility of change in himself, in Cather- 
ine, the English bride he had left, to the town in the Haute Savoie where his strange 
family lives and waits. The picture of the madness let loose with “peace"= with the 
dangerous elements released - with their effect on tensions loosened, brings realization 
of the many tragedies enacted in little lives in todays Europe. There's terror and viol- 
ence and hate and fear - and beauty too. Wonderful story telling- perceptive creation. 
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Emery, Anne Putnam 
MOUNTAIN LAUREL $2.50 


A pleasant, simple tale of a Tennessee mowtain girl who meets the challenge 
of poverty, a large motherless family, the advent of a mean stepmother, the condescending 
friendship of two wealthy outlanders, and comes out on top. Laurel is drawn by the am- 
bition to be a nurse - and also by the wealth and glamour of two summer visitors to the 
mountains, but the responsibilities of family tie her down to a thankless, hard-working 
existence. But most important tie to the mountain life is the promise of Dave, who will 
return home in three years a doctor. Jeopardizing this future in favor of her own amhi- 
tions and pride, Laurel is in the end won back to Dave when he proves his love and Laurel 
finds a new independence in her tapestry making. Adequate, sympathetic tracing of a 
young girl's development. For rentals, largely. 


Paton, Alan Scribner 


GRY THE ERIQVED COUNTRY 2/2. $3.00 


At times an affecting story of the whites and the blacks of South Africa. 
In humble Rev. Stephen Kummlo's earthly pilgrimage to find his sick sister, his vanish- 
ed son, the brother of whom he has lost track, he sees the wrongs and the few rights of 
the color situation in Johannesburg, finds a helping kindness and some warm understand- 
ing. The final discovery of his son is tempered by the boy's having killed a white man. 
Through the murder, Kumalo gets to know the dead man's father better. On his return to 
his country parish, Kumalo sees the rewards of faith in the aid old Jarvis gives, for 
the health of babies, education in agriculture, the rebuilding of the church. A handling 
of choral-like interludes, a shifting montage of people affected by the incidents of 
the. story, the staccato quality of the dialog with its stylized Zulu forms, keep the 
narrative from &@ smooth pace. But the material is distinctive. 


Boyle, Kay : Simon & Schuster 
1939 kt 4 2 /ib $2.50 


(Originally reported 5/1/47 for July publication, as follows):- The treme 
lous touch - and the rather tenuous activities - of Kay Boyle's French period (A rench- 
man Must Die, Avalanche, etc.) again evidenced in a short novel, deliberately tailored 
to a popular audience. This tells largely by indirection - of Corinne Duroc, formerly of 
Paris and Biarritz, who for the past few years had lived alone in the mountains with her 
lover, Luggi Mart, Austrian ski teacher,- Corinne whose glamour incurs the malice and the 
envy of the peasants. With Luggi's departure, as he goes down the mountain to fight, Cor- 
inne is for the first time as the other women. Also for the first time is she wncertain 
of the future when a native suggests that Luggi will not be allowed to fight- but as 

an alien will be interned - and Corinne, in her thoughts, touches in the rest. The pre- 
decessors to this had a certain, not always credible, story value missing here in what 

is largely a play on memory mood. 


SP Simon & Schuster 
MATHIIDE &//6 $2075 


26 2 


Frank, Leonhard 


al 

Saga length woman's story, of the adjustments Mathilde made from her child- 
hood world of fairy tales, as she grew up in a small Swiss village, to the problems of 
the war years, and readjustment problems. At 17 she married a doctor. She had clothed 
her love in romantic dreams- seeing herself carried away on 4 white charger, sharing his 
mission to save mankind. But he turns out to be a practical, unimaginative man, and 
when he beats her Mathilde returns to her mother. Back into her life comes Weston, an 
Englishman, who loves her - marries her- and goes to fight for five years. Eventually, 
the war behind them, they face reunion- and eventual resolution. Rentals, largely. 
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Pinckney, Josephine P) Qu i wd Viking 
GREAT MISCHIEF : 78 $2.75 
ae 


An eerie, elusive sort of book, as different from Miss Pinckney's Three 
O'Clock Dinner as that was from 41lton Head, and proving that here's one author that 
cannot be pigeon-holed. With a sure touch she has done a difficult thing- a realistic 
novel about mysterious dabblings in the dark arts. An apothecary, held to his slender 
sustenance by demands of a possessive sister,finds escape in his passion for the mys- 
teries his profession opened to him, alchemy and its concomitants. Obsessed by prob- 
lems of Good and Evil- secretly enthralled by the beliefs which half of Charleston- 
20 years after the Civil War- still held in sorcery, spells, spirits and the like, 
Partridge toyed with the gleam of rebellion against his virtuous sister and the lodger 
she has saved from death, then found his match in a mystery girl whose explorations 
exceeded his own, A fire- one shares his suspicions’that he had a hand in it- caused 
the destruction of his home and its occupants and gave him the freedom he craved, only 
then to find himself in the toils of that blue-eyed hag, and the adventures which cul- 
minated in a visit to Hell- and in his revulsion from the pit of evil which opened be- 
fore him, thinly disguised in tempting garb. With swift denial he turns the flames 
of Hell on itself, departs in Satan's own vehicle, returns to his new home only to 
have security ripped from him by the earthquake- reunion with his evil genius- and 
destruction. A strange parable, beautifully done - a tale of witches and warlocks. 


(Reserve Book of the Month.) 
WHODUNITS ON TRIAL 


ee aes 


January 13 


Farrar, Helen Ziff-Davis 
MURDER GOES TO SCHOOL $1.98 


See mae nn oat Sie 


Lively writing for a thinly plotted story of murder in a school, an unpopular 
teacher dead, student and faculty suspects, slow unravelling of a confusing set of facts 
concerning the relations of the mysterious “janitor” and Georgia, the dead woman, follow- 
ed by a second murder and threat of a third. The field narrows- but suicide cheats the 


rope. 
February 19 


Upfield, Arthur W. Doubleday 
AN AUTHOR BITES THE DUST $2.00 


Bonaparte, Australian sleuth, again on the job to "get his man”. Better 
written than some of its predecessors, and with a new angle on the death weapon and 
its concealment, this ranks as a B-grade mystery, with a somewhat out of the ordinary 
literary slant and motive. 


Nelson, Hugh Lawrence Rinehart 
ISLAND OF ESCAPE $2.00 


The four women from whom Henry Harting, owner of the island, will choose a 
wife (to start an ideal colony) and a shipwrecked wealthy drunk, his satellite, and 
two party girls arrive almost simultaneously at Harding's private island, only to clash 
individually and collectively. One murder is followed by dynamite and fire, another 
murder, discovery of buried treasure and « hair-raising finale. 
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February 23 


Reywall, John Random House 
THE TRIAL OF ALVIN BOAKER $2.50 


The fallacy of circumstantial evidence is the theme of this extremely dull 
book. Presented first as court records (difficult hacking through legal verbiage) 
then as told by an elderly judge, the story of Alvin Boaker, federal judge, on trial 
for his wife's murder, builds gradually to his conviction, anticlimaxes with his ef- 
forts for retrial and eventual insanity as the whole plot against him is exposed. 
Unique, perhaps, but not recommended. 


February a J3 


Miller, Wade Farrar, Straus 
FATAL STEP $2.50 


Max Thursday, whose living is stirring things up, is forced to keep his hands 
in his pockets and try to stay away from corners so that he will not shoot his way out, 
when he is hired as a private eye to prove the innocence of a Chinese patriarch's son 
in a killing at San Diego's Joyland. Max, who can overlook the obvious in his anger to 
see justice done, turns up a double-barreled case for the police, and manages to keep 
his record clean. Rough. 


Disney, Dorothy 5 54 Random House 
EXPLOSION na $2.50 
e Well-handled mystery novel of murders in Washington, which provides an ex- 


haustive search into the lives of the Greers and Miss Elizabeth Mitchell's neighboring 
house. From the police, through the coroner, to Miss Mitchell's own participation, the 
why and the who of killing of a stingy old lady and a secretary are satisfactorily 
tracked down to a vituperative climax. Feminine finesse. 


i f=. 2 = 2 See 2 ee 
No Must Books- A Few Good Bets 


Advance publicity, unique for a book in the field, insures extensive awareness of Kin- 
sey's SEXUAL BEHAVIOR IN THE HUMAN MALE (Saunders); Papinit's THE LETTERS. OF POPE 

CELESTIN VI (Dutton) rates a. place here as well as in the Religious Book section; good 
entertainment values in Bellah's IRREGULAR GENTLEMAN (Doubleday). See pages following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


January 5 
Kinsey, Alfred C. & Associates W. R. Saunders 
SEXUAL BEHAVIOR IN THE HUMAN MALE $6.50 
* Wide national publicity, a series of articles in”, feature play-up in '47 


should help bring this important book to the attention of not only professionals in the 
field of human relations, but to a large segment of the reading public, intellectually- 
rather than pruriently- interested in the subject. Many of our accepted beliefs about 
sexual behavior are challenged and contradicted. Scientists, strangely enough, have 
too frequently accepted the assumption that individuals are alike sexually, that it is 
relatively simple to expect all to conform to the single pattern dictated by our codes 
of morals and mores. Now- in a survey that has occupied nine years, Professor Kinsey 
and his associates, backed by the Rockefeller Foundation, have brought together some 
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12,000 case histories, included at all levels of social and financial position, age 
groups, rural population and urban, races and creeds. The analyses have been drawn 

to show the similarities and contrasts with particular emphasis put on behavior find- 
ings at various social and educational levels. Kinsey feels that an understanding of 
differences may help to ease tensions between groups and aid in the study of the origin 
of our philosophies. The first of its kind to present the subject in such scope, this 
will doubtless prove the source of subsequent works based on its findings. Later stud- 
ies will deal with sexual behavior in human females, marital adjustments, sex education 
and the legal aspects of sex. Careful protection of the anonymity of the case histories, 
thorough preparation and training of the interviewers and their techniques, a gift for 
presentation in readable form, and the inclusion of many charts, copious indices and ex- 
tensive bibliography all contribute to the authoritative value of the work. Iwportant! 


January 19 


Childs, J. Rives Henry Holt 
AMERICAN FOREIGN SERVICE $4.00 


(Originally reported 9/15 for November publication)- An outline and history 
of the American Foreign Service, by a member, from its earnest beginnings during the 
Revolution, to its present form under the Foreign Service Act of 1946. For the most 
part, the author sketches in the constitutional and legislative background of the ser- 
vice in its early years, but he describes in considerable detail the duties and func- 
tions of our diplomatic corps today, using our Paris Embassy and Ambassador Caffery as 
illustration. Discussed are the nature of the work, calibre of personnel, machinery of 
recruitment and promotion; here is a review of the functions of the Foreign Service with 
the Departments of State, Agriculture, Commerce, Treasury, War and Navy coordinated. The 
appendix has the Foreign Service Act text, complete, and a brief outline of the British 
and French foreign service. A concise, informative primer- factual, neither practical 
nor interpretative, nor in any way a personal record. 


January 23 


Papini, Giovanni Dutton 
THE LETTERS OF POPE CELESTINE VI $3.00 
e Don't sidetrack this in your religious book department, as both substance and 


the name of the tremendously popular life of Christ, a generation ago, will lead to pop- 
ular interest in this devout hoax. It purports to be the letters of one Celestine VI - 
letters found in an abandoned convent, letters originally written in Latin from which 

"an almost literal translation” has been made by the discoverer, Papini. Of course, 

Pope Gelestine VI is a non-existent prelate and the letters are Papini’s own. The read- 
ing the MSS. is of absorbing interest, for it is the Christian imperative, together with 
an apologetic for all of the human family who have failed to bring to reality their div- 
ine commission to save the world. Papini spares no group among us- priests, monks, the 
rich, the poor, politicians, unbelievers and Protestants, women- and just plain people. 
Yet the strangely moving beauty of his words, his poet's imagination, have the added fire 
of great Christian humility and devotional zeal. The book is too frank in its condemna- 
tion of sin within the church to bear the “nihil obstat", but he has succeeded in stretch- 
ing the reader's mind beyond the small limits of personal beliefs and prejudices, and 
issued a clarion call for Christian action in a desperate world situation. 
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January 2 > it 


Shippey, Lee Vanguard 
IT'S AN OLD CALIFORNIA CUSTOM $3.00 


Informal chronicling of California's personality in terms of traits, inheri- 
ted, adopted and native. Stories of old romances, gambling heritages, the large scale 
hospitality, the types of messiahs and cults, the pleasures of food and drink, the 
spirit of fiesta, are combined with material on gold hunting, bandits, hoaxes, real es- 
tate, the tendency for self deception, the playtimes of various clubs and groups, the 
exhibitionism, and the originality in solving problems of public works and civic ques- 
tions. This traces, from the old land grants and the old families, the roots of Calif- 
ornia's individuality, independence and pride, and is a pleasant review, in conversa- 
tional style, of the state's story....One of the numerous California books gauged to 
the interest generated by the centennial. Of regional appeal largely. 


February 5 


Genaver, Emily Doubleday 
BEST OF ART $7.50 


Most people come away from exhibitions of modern art baffled and disturbed 
and this book should help resolve some of their bewilderment. Miss Genauer, art critic 
of the N.Y. World-Telegram, has selected fifty pictures characteristic, in her opinion, 
of the best work being done by fifty modern painters. Accompanying the reproductions, 
16 of which are in full color, are commentaries, frequently quoting the artist's reasons 
for painting the particular picture, and interpreting it for the reader. One feels as 
if one had gone to an art show, accompanied by a perceptive, sympathetic teacher, who 
shares her understanding of modern abstractionist art, creating communication between 
painter and observer, indicating points of interest, symbolism and so on. The appendix 
lists points of exhibition for each picture included, owner, etc. Many are familiar 
names,- George Grosz, Boardman Robinson, Maurice Sterne, Henry Varnum Poor, and so on, 


February 16 


Crankshaw, Edward Viking 
f RUSSIA AND THE RUSSIANS $3.00 


Responsibility for war or peace in the years ahead lies with three nations,- 
England, America, Russia. Understanding, tolerance (his synonyms for “love") may avert 
the alternative of conquest. To this end, an Englishman who knows Russia, contributes 
this philosophical, objective and impersonal analysis of the reasons why Russians act 
like Russians. Given an acceptance of basic differences, the impossibility of uprooting 
them, the chances for finding an answer in mutual cooperation are better. But some of 
the factors he presents make difficult barriers- for instance, his acceptance of the fact 
that a tenet of the Soviet creed- and Stalin's belief- is the inevitability of clash be- 
tween capitalism and socialism. He shows the "anarchy and the communalism, the muddle 
and efficiency, the silent drift of grey, exhausted faces and faith in the cause, the 
coercive harshness of the Security Police and the voluntary ardours of 4@ weary people, 
the stolid, all-enduring passivity of the peasant, and the flame of the Five-Year Plens." 
One weakness of his argument lies in his passing over of the expansion program beyond 
the borders of the Soviet. This may be implicit in his acknowledgment of the demand for 
ALL as contrasted with generations of NOTHING. But “understanding- tolerance” is not 
enough to stem this tide of aggression. He feels we must give sick Europe the govern- 
ment the people want, even if it be Socialism; that the swing back of the pendulum in 
America to exalting uncontrolled individualism, spells danger. Lots of interest here- 
provided it is read as objectively, dispassionately, as it is written. 
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Baus, Herbert M. Harper 
PUBLIC RELATIONS AT WORK $3.50 


An authority in the field produces here a comprehensive, informed book on the 
relatively new profession of public relations. The author treats his subject in its 
four phases,- first the public at which programs are aimed; he analyzes the major group- 
ings, the employe, the stockholder, the customer, the trade, the community and the polit- 
ical factions. The second section deals, somewhat superficially, with the fundamentals 
of public relations, the roles of research, policy and verbal expression. Thirdly comes 
detailed analysis of media, the press, radio, direct mail, motion pictures, signs, and 
the broader aspects of publicity as related to pressure groups, advertising, sales and 
education. The concluding section deals with the physical components of public rela- 
tions, the agent himself, the staff, public relations counsel, and the departments in 


advertising agencies. Reliable, inclusive handbook. 


Funk, Charles Barle | 4 oe Harper 
A HOG ON ICE (JViat*S& 10 $3.00 | 


Phrase sleuthing in the origins and developments of common folk sayings, that 
investigates the figurative meanings today, gives the dates of first usage, and the con- 
nection with the way in which first used. An individual collection of phrases, fancied 
by the author because of their place in our language, this sometimes goes back 2,000 
years for the original practice, and gives a lively account of the altering of meanings, 
and the clues by which he traced the story of the sayings. Old familiars,- blue funk, 
spick and span, cold feet, small fry, white feather, scot free, humble pie, ghost writer, 
big shot, curry favor, lion's share, crocodile tears, to teach one's grandmother to 
suck eggs, and so on- these are combined with newcomers, and the whole makes 4 pleasant 
companion volume to other word usage books. I1l'd. by Tom Funk. Indexed. 





Harris, Seymour E. lig Harper 
HOW SHALL WE PAY FOR EDUCATION ‘) | - $3.00 





An analytical, informed consideration of the economic implications of the pres- 
ent crisis in education, both in public schools and colleges. The author names inflation 
as the primary threat to education today and he shows how and why the teacher is paid less 
than the plumber. Other sections deal with the source of funds for education, the finan- 
cial problems particular to higher institutions of learning, the need of federal aid for 
public and private schools, the prospect of rising tuition fees, and the exodus of teach- 
ers from the classrooms. Here is @ realistic attitude toward education which recommends 
higher scholastic standards in colleges and a realization that the supply of white-collar 
college graduates far exceeds the demand on the job market. Comprehensive, sound study 
of the economic factors in education today and its background in the past. Specialized 


market. 








Merrill, Francis E. Harper 
SOCIAL PROBLEMS ON THE HOME FRONT $3.50 


Sub-titled 4A Study of War-Time. Influences, this is a scholarly, analytical 
analysis of the differential effects of World War II upon the social problems, intensi- 
fying some, alleviating others, and creating new ones, in our society under the pressure 
of totel war. Here are considered the nature of wartime in its relation to social, fan- 
ilial and personal mobility, its relation to family disorganization, childhood, adoles- 
cence, sex offenses, prostitution, delinquency, crime, and personal maladjustments. In 
addition to examining, measuring and explaining these social problems under wartime con- , 
ditions, the author makes considered comparisons of these problems in peacetime settings. 
Observant, well-documented commentary- but largely for college bookshelves. 
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February 19 
Harper, Allanah Harper 
ALL TRIVIAL FOND RECORDS Uw 83.00 


Genteel nostalgia far removed from the oddities of "literary families” so 
prevalent today, in childhood reminiscences of an English girl in the early 1900's. 
Here are detailed memories of a life among people of considerable means, of exp. riences 
that are individual, of personal quirks and tendencies. Daughter of a well-known con- 
sulting engineer and a beautiful Victorian mother, dependent on a forceful Nanny, 
Allanah records her youthful days in England, Europe, China, South Africa, Bgypt,Spain- 
showing a picture of the out-of-the-way things that could happen to a young lady of 
quality who had the spark of non-conformity. The contrast between her information 
gathering abroad and her dullness at schools - Mayfair, boarding schools in England and 
France, and a finishing off in a French bourgeois home; the extremes of city and coun- 
try life; the impatience with the artificiality of the world as she viewed it after 
coming out and being presented at court - all this leads finally to demands for inde- 
pendence. Colorful characters and unusual incidents embroider her recollections. 


February 19 
Bellah, James Warner Doubleday 
IRREGULAR GENTLEMAN $3.00 
* Good personal adventure in a widely varied assortment of colorful experiences 


ranging round the world,- Mexico, Canada, China, Haiti, Ireland, England, the Bahamas, 
France, the Far East- peppered with abundance of informal local color and human inter- 
est, backgrounded with scenery and a sense of place and time. There are border inci- 
dents, ships sinking and burning, pursuit of rum runners, RAF hair-raisers from World 
War I, experiences aboard a freighter, the “old club", international social resorts, 

& native wedding in Haiti, adventures ad infinitum. Always he had a faculty for being 
in the right place at the right time for a story; he knew all sorts of people, in- 
cluding Floyd Gibbons, Warden Lawes, Amelia Earhart, and many of them add spice to a 
potpourri of an adventurous life. There is almost nothing of the "literary gentleman” 
in this portrait. 


Howells, William Doubleday 
THE HEATHENS: Primitive Man and His Religton $3.50 


Erudite, analytical study, as an anthropologist views the religion of prim- 
itive man in terms of its striking beliefs which turn up in the small societies of to- 
day. Here are examined the nature of religion as a complement to science, and the 
special concepts of religion as they appear in society, such as magic, totemism, witch 
belief, types of gods, shamanism, the ideas of souls, and so on. Illustrating these 
concepts are the contemporary communities of the Indians, Africans, Australian abori- 
gines, South Sea islanders. The author sees religion as a characteristic of man, his 
refusal to accept realities that block his aspirations or menace his peace of mind, 
but on the whole, he treats his subject with the objectivity and dispassion of the 
pure scientist. Mankind So Fzr has sold over 27,000 copies, which may indicate that 
the market for this may go beyond the academic and scientific field. Illustrated. 


February—-20 2 /s- 


Busch, Noel Appleton-Century 
FALLEN SUN $2.50 


Assigned to Japan for life magazine, Noel Busch gives his findings on the 
American performance in that country - a heartening, if occasionally critical report. 
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Against a re-interpretation of the Japanese character and way of life, and its adjust- 
ments to the imposition of democratic conceptions, he indicates that the Japanese capac- 
ity for imitation and adaptability is at once a promise and a danger. He traces the re- 
forms and purges in education, newspapers, national economy; the differences in Japanese 
behavior, customs, institutions, culture, life and characteristics from Western concepts. 
He gives great measure of credit to MacArthur and the authorities and commissions in 
charge, the dexterity with which an unprecedented situation has been handled. Contro- 
versial- and in sharp contradiction to the analysis presented by Richard Lauterbach in 


Danger from the East (see report P. 493). 


February 20 


lazare, Bernard Schocken 
ESSAYS AND APHORISMS $1.50 


Current events in Palestine give this reissue of writings that date back two 
generations a certain ironic timeliness. An introductory biographical essay, a por- 
trait of Lazare by Charles Peguy, place him as one of the outstanding proponents for 
his own people, the Jews, at the time when anti-semitism in France was dramatized by 
the Dreyfus affair. There is one section of fragments left at his death; there are two 
lectures dealing with Jewish nationalism; there's an article contributed to a contempor- 
ary journal. Defined and limited audience. 





Vallentin, Antonina Viking 
MIRABEAU $5.00 








A monumental, detailed and perhaps a definitive biography of the extravagant, 
flamboyant and eloquent Mirabeau, writer, lover and statesman - against the turbulent, 
troubled times of 18th century France. Both man and era emerge here, well-documented 
and lavish in scope, in this three-dimensional view of an influential, magnetic person- 
@lity. Here are the bitter, stormy years of an unhappy youth, a meaningless first 
m.rriage, a lifelong succession of passionate, violent love affairs, and once escaped 
the furious hatred of his father, his brilliant, important career in public life. Along 
with Mirabeau there are the important figures of his day,- Louis XVI, Lafayette, Robes- 
pierre, Franklin, Merie Antoinette, Talleyrand, Danton etc. A literary, authentic biog- 
raphy marked by painstaking scholarship, and a sympathetic handling of the subject. 























February 24 


Wright, Gordon " Reynal & Hitchcock 
THE RESHAPING OF FRENCH DEMOCRACY $3.50 

















With France a@ proving ground of Communist strength in western Europe, this 
book is of immediate importance. Too bad it is not being published for two months,with 
history in the headlines. In any case, its permanent value lies in the perceptive, com- 
prehensive, objective analysis of the making of the constitution under which the 4th 
Republic is functioning. A brief summary of the checkered career of the 3rd Republic; 
of the hiatus of the Vichy regime; of the contribution made by the underground and Free 
French overseas, of the dominance of De Gaulle,- this backgrounds the blow by blow study 
of the constituent assemblies in session. Particularly important is the thoughtful 
weighing of Communist tactics,- now cooperation, now compromise, now blocking- their aim 
to work though legal methods so long as possible. Personalities emerge. The forming of 
the two new party movements is given emphasis,- the MRP ( Youvement Republicain Populaire) 
and the more recent RPF (Rassemblement de Peuple Francaise ) which produced a landslide \ 
for De Gaulle in October. International affairs and internal reformsare touched upon, P 
as they influenced the swing of popular sentiment. The changing values and their signif- 
icance are given due consideration. The slender achievements of three years and the 
Monnet plan are balanced against the changes achieved by the new constitution. Not easy 
reading- but worthwhile. Some knowledge of French history is a prerequisite. 


Sree ps me 
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_ February 27 (\’ 


> \ Nye, Nelson C. Morrov 
@ OUTSTANDING MODERN QUARTER HORSE SIRES $5.00 


























The first third of this gives - for those interested in horses - a background 
of the start of the "quarter horse“, in the Chocksaw horses, small blocky types, which 
Carolina planters got from the Indians and used in informal quarter mile races. Utility 
horses, mainly, they were crossbred with Arabian and Oriental stock, but the distinction 
maintained as against “American Thoroughbreds". They became an important economic fac- 
tor in the Southwest as cow ponies. A brief section outlines the standards and prac 
tices of the National Association and the American Suarter Racing Association. The bal- 
ance of the text takes up specific sires, in brief biographies. In its special field, 
an important item. 


February 27 por" ~ 


Wilson, Gilbert John Day 
LETTERS OF WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE AND A YOUNG MAN $2.25 


An odd book to publish- even the magic of White's name scarcely justifies it, 
nor does the reputation Gilbert Wilson has made for himself through his murals, notably 
those at Antioch College, assure an audience. The chief value, perhaps, lies in the 
revelation of how pressure of ill fortune and opposition swung one sensitive youth into 
the leftish ranks- and of the leavening influence which mde hima “gentler radical” of 
occasional correspondence over a period of nine years with the “sage of Emporia". Wilson 
emerges from the interchange as typical of certain elements of youth- none too appealing 
in his brash arrogance, but sometimes challenging. 


* Dreikurs, Rudolf Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE CHALLENGE OF PARENTHOOD 2- /\) $2775 
2 ay 
A general manual for better parents, which is firm in its oritiocism of paren- 
tal ignorance in child raising, which shows the means by which a democratic rather than 
a dictatorial method is possible. This carefully scrutinizes the way in which children 
feel, reasons why they misbehave, and the correction permissable through proper pro- 
cedures. It emphasizes the use of natural consequences rather than punishments, it in- 
vestigates the mistakes of anxious parents, and provides a guide for the treatment of 
h normal, difficult and disturbed children. A book for careful study, for psychologists, 
teachers and parents. 


Curry, Dr. Manfred ,\n em of > Soribner 
YACHT RACING “=~ a $7.50 


PE TE RE Ast ee YR ot ee are 


Manfred Curry's name and fame are sufficient to put seal of approval on this 
book which is much too specialized and too technical for anyone not properly familiar 
; with the subject to appraise. Hence this is simply an announcement that the book is to 
; be published; that the text falls into two main parts,- I- derodynamics of Sails - 
recognizably an increasingly important factor in racing; II- Racing Tactics, which takes 
up virtually every contingency, as well as following point by point the taotics involved. 
Fully illustrated, the captions supply a vital part of the whole, 











Ethridge, Willie Snow Vanguard 


IT'S GREEK TO MB =). | ) $3.00 






Marred by a kittenish, too-cute-for-words style, this nonetheless provides 
an entertaining and informative travel diary, as the wife of Louisville's famous editor 
records her part in his official investigation of affairs in Greece, the Balkans,Austriae, 
Hungary and Switzerland. She writes of the things that would interest women,- smell 
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details of food, customs, social life, with a clear, if brief, summary of the political 
situation in Greece, Bulgaria, Yugeslavia. Her husband's work in the Balkan Commission 
\ brought her into contact with international figures, often in humorous episodes, and a 
€ sense of intimacy with the fringes of the Commission is conveyed to the reader, while 
at the same time she manages to develop a gradual awareness of the growth and solidar- 
ity of Communism in these countries. Good woman's page editorial material. 

























Three Volumes of Verse 


Ra 
Rukeyser, Muriel THE GREEN WAVE (Jan. & Doubleday-$2.. 50 
Benton, Walter NEVER A GREATER NEED (Feb. 9)./ Knopf -$2 .50 v 
Tate, Allen COLLECTED PEOMS (Feb.)4 Scribner-$2.50 


The first volume, THE GREEN WAVE, is the latest verse from the prolific pen 
of the author of Beast in View - and parts of this new collection appeared in the 
Kenyon Review, Tomorrow, and other periodicals. The reception of her poetry is a mat- 
ter of personal taste. Her writing seems to this reader still dense and emotional, 
overloaded with private images, bespeaking a hot temperament. The verses show a piling 
up of unclarified detail, not rendered more explicable by her lack of ascertainable 
technique. The most interesting group of poems are translations of native love poems, 
originating in the Marquesas Islands, where- either actually or in imagination, Miss 
Rukeyser has found a spiritual home. Her verse expresses a kind of natural primitive- 
ness. She has achieved considerable reputation among those to whom lucidity is not a 
necessary factor...Walter Benton's NEVER A GREATER NEED, represents the end of the 
series of passionate love poems so popular in the volume entitled This Is My Beloved. 
They continue the frank lush rhapsodies in free verse, by a young soldier to his alto- 
gether amenable young lady, and their amorous adventures in city, park, mountains,hotels,, 
etc. Unfortunately, the highly keyed affair comes to an end midway; the rest of the vol- 
& ume is devoted to dour verses on soldiers’ lives. There has been much reason to deplore 
the lack of love poetry expressing true and deep feeling in this generation, and in fact 
in the whole body of American poetry. But I still doubt that this dish "au naturel” ex- 
actly meets that need. Nevertheless, the former volume corresponded to some measure of 
popular demand, and it is possible that this one will answer that same need, though to a 
lesser degree....Most of the poems contained in these COLLECTED POEMS of Allen Tate have 
appeared elsewhere in previous slim volumes or as individual pieces. The last section 
includes his distinguished translations - or rather English versions of some famous 
classical poems, such as Zhe Vigil of Venus, one of the finest things he has done. The 
high standard of this well-known scholar, critic, teacher and poet, are well known in 
the literary world, and this volume emphasizes again his familiar qualities. He is a 
cerebral poet, witty and erudite, showing in his earlier work influences of T.S. Eliot, 
but more markedly his own polished classicism. The trouble with Tate is a deep lack of 
emotional impact and @ corresponding obscurity. With the finest taste, he too often in- 
volves himself with words that carry no moving quality. He is doubtless a better critic 
than poet; one can be grateful for his all too rare standards and ideals while deploring 
that he has not more important substance for them to carry. There are in poetic circles 
and in the literary world many who admire Tate and will be glad to have his collected 
poems. One doubts that he will be “popular”. 
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Stein, Fred- Pictures by Lumen-400 E. 72nd St. N.Y.C. 
PICTURESQUE NEW YORK CALENDAR FOR 1948 $2.00 


This is more than just another city calendar, for in the 61 photographs the 
panorama of a city, with its contradictions, its beauties, its oddities, its abnormalit-— 
ies passes before you. Captions by G. Mancha point up the drama and the factual content. 
The photographer has established himself in his PARIS CALENDAR and FIFTH AVENUE. 








Maloney, Tom- Fd. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
US CAMERA 1948 $5.95 


An established annual. This seems to have more cerebral than aesthetic appeal. 
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In view of the fact that there are virtually no juveniles publishec 
and February, we shall begin reporting Spring 1948 juveniles in our January 15.. 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Coward -McCann 
Davidson, M. - APPROACH TO MODERN PAINTING - 1/2 to 1/19 
John Day 
de Capite, M.- THE BENNETT PLACE - from $2.75 to $2.50 
Doubleday 
Case, V. & R. O. - WE CALLED IT CULTURE - definite price $3.00 
Corbett, E. - IMMORTAL HELEN - from 1/8 to 2/5 
Davies, Rhys - DARK DAUGHTERS - definite price $3.00 
Ferro, M. - FEAR IS THE PARENT - from $2.75 to $3.00 
Gambrell, H. - ANSON JONES - from $3.00 to $5.00 
Hastings, L..& D. - THE SOUTHERN GARDEN BOOK - from $5.00 to $4.95 
Hughes, K. - NOT QUITE A DREAM - definite price $3.00 - from 1/22 to 2/5 
Knight, B, - I STRUGGLE AND I RISE - definite price $3.00 - title changed - 
to VALIANT LADY 
Taylor, R. L. - DOCTOR, LAWYER, MERCHANT, CHIEF - from $2.75 to $3.00. 
Garden City 
_ January titles - from 1/21 to 1/9 
' Harper 
Brooks, R. - THE BOILING POINT - from 2/4 to 1/21 
3 Winwar, F. - THE SAINT AND THE DEVIL - from 2/18 to 1/21 
Holt 
Fremantle, A. - JAMES AND JOAN - definite date 2/24 
Hesse, H. - DEMIAN - from $2.75 to $3.00 
Schrag, 0. - BEDROCK - definite date 2/20 
Whyte, L. L. - THE NEXT DEVELOPMENT IN MAN - from 2/77 to 3/1 
Houghton, Mifflin 
Lockridge, R. - RAINTREE COUNTY - correct price $3.95 
Little, Brown 
Marcus, A. - STRAW TO MAKE BRICK - from 1/22 to 2/9(this-tilletin) 
Woods, W. - THE STREET OF SEVEN MONKS - definite date 2/10 (this bullptin) 
Morrow -- 
Favre, L. - THE TEMPTATIONS OF MOURAD - through an inexcusable howler, the 
locale throughout this report is Turkey, when. it should have 
been North Africa. Nostra culpa! 
Macdonald & Correll - THE DARK WHEEL - from $3.00 to $2.75 
Random House , 
Barnhart, Clarence L. - Ed. - THE AMERICAN COLLEGE DICTIONARY’ - see last 
line of report - parenthetical sentence refers specifically to 
prices of Funk & Wagnalls NEW COLLEGE STANDARD DICTIONARY 





